Information for the 4th of July Agility Demo (updated Jan 2004)

Start rounding up volunteers well ahead of time, both to participate and help out.  

In the past, we have rented a U-Haul trailer (is fairly cheap) for the equipment and found a volunteer to tow it.  The loaded, and locked, trailer can be left in a good parking space at Savikko park the night before & there are no worries about getting it through parade traffic on the 4th.  

So far we've always been in field #3, but you'll know which field to park next to well ahead of time.

I think the Fourth of July committee contacts the club to ask if are

participating, but not sure on this (club president should know).  

Doesn't cost anything to participate.  Only cost is rental of the U-Haul, which wouldn't even be necessary if people with trucks volunteered.

Generally, people running dogs arrive about an hour prior to run time -

which means getting to Sandy Beach before the Douglas parade starts.  An hour is plenty of time to get the course set up - always use a simple course so audience doesn't get confused, but they like weave poles, teeters, chutes - things the public thinks are difficult!  If tents/shelters will be used, may take more time to set up - whether to use them or not is up to the people doing the work.  We usually share the club's P.A. system with GHS, they do the frisbee contest on the same field right after us, so almost no effort to coordinate.

Need to find a volunteer M.C. - this needs to be someone who is not running a dog.  Each dog should have a short bio to be read by the M.C. while they are running.

The equipment should be loaded in the trailer the night before and unloaded late afternoon/evening after the event.  Set a time for volunteers to arrive at the storage unit.  Decide ahead of time which pieces of equipment will be used, no need to bring everything.  But don't forget the PA system and club signage!  Also, baby gates are helpful to mark the edges of the course so that the audience doesn’t crowd the course.

So really only 2 necessary volunteer positions aside from people running dogs:  Chair - make up a course and coordinate loading and unloading of equipment, and MC - just needs a good voice!

