UNITED KENNEL CLUB
UTILITY

General Guidelines:

1) Stay outside the ring gates during exercises.  Wait until judge says, “exercise finished.”

2) Keep your eye on a dog that looks like it might bolt when off leash and block the gate with your body.  Do not chase a loose dog outside the ring, squat down, act like offering a treat and calmly call it to you if it is coming your way. 

3) Always be polite and smile. Alert the judge (after the team is done) or head steward if problems are encountered.

	Exercise/Task
	STEWARD A
	STEWARD B

	PREPARE RING
	Demonstrate heeling pattern with judge before first dog.

Before each Utility dog enters the ring, adjust the jump height for both the bar and high jump and set the jumps in a place accessible to the ring.

	
	
	

	REMOVE LEASH
	Leash is removed from dog at ring gate and placed on judge’s table along with scent articles and gloves.  Leave ring after this.
	

	SIGNALS & HEELING
	
	Escort exhibitor to spot designated by judge for start of heeling.  Leave ring.

	SCENT DISCRIMINATION
	Present exhibitors articles to judge.  Judge selects one for the handler to scent.  Place remaining articles 15’ from handler, 6 – 12” apart.  Leave ring.  Pick up articles after exercise.
	

	DIRECTED MARKED RETRIEVE

	
	Place gloves in designated spots. Leave ring.

	DIRECTED SIGNAL RETRIEVE
	
	Replace gloves in designated spots. Leave ring. 

Pick gloves up after the exercise. Leave ring.

	CONSECUTIVE RECALLS
	Check jump heights for next exercise if not already done.

	DIRECTED JUMPING
	Set jumps in ring and recheck height.  Leave ring. 

Remove when done.  Return leash to handler at the gate before the dog leaves the ring.

Reset Jump Heights for next dog


General Guidelines:

1) Stay outside the ring gates during exercises.  Wait until judge says, “exercise finished.”

2) Keep your eye on a dog that looks like it might bolt when off leash and block the gate with your body.  Do not chase a loose dog outside the ring, squat down, act like offering a treat and calmly call it to you if it is coming your way. 

3) Always be polite and smile. Alert the judge (after the team is done) or head steward if problems are encountered.

4) Broad jump – length is two times height at withers; min 16” - max 56”; 16-26” – 2 boards, 28-44” – 3 boards, 46-56” – 4 boards.  Remove tallest boards.  Align right ends of boards.  (NOTE:  Veteran dogs and certain breeds have special jump heights. Refer to jump height tables.)
	Exercise/Task
	STEWARD A
	STEWARD B
	STEWARD C

	PREPARE RING
	Decide which steward will stand on which side of the figure 8 and jump before class starts.  Set jump height and broad jump length. 

Demonstrate heeling pattern with judge before first dog.
	

	
	
	

	POSITION DOGS
	Judge will escort honoring dog into the ring. (Sometimes the judge will designate a steward to escort honor dog into ring.) Honor dog goes in ring first.
(SECOND IN) 

Escort working dog to start of heel pattern. Steward goes to opposite end of heeling pattern.
	
	Escort honoring dog handler to designated out-of-sight area.  Remain in sight of judge.

	HEEL OFF LEAD

2. Walking steward. During the “Heel off Leash” portion of this exercise, a Steward shall be used as a distraction. The purpose of this distraction is to simulate the real-life situation of walking a dog on a street or public sidewalk and encountering a stranger. The Steward will walk the pattern called by the Judge for the Working dog and handler, except in reverse and on the inside of the pattern walked by the Working dog so that the Walking Steward will meet the oncoming Working dog and handler. The Steward must walk at a normal pace ignoring the orders given to the handler to “Halt” or change pace. The Steward will make “about turns” at each end of the ring so that the Steward will meet the Working dog and handler twice during the “Heel off Leash” exercise. A Walking steward will not be used during the Figure Eight exercise.
	When Judge says "Forward" to handler, begin to walk the heeling pattern in reverse. Walk inside of dog in opposite direction at normal speed.  Do not slow down or look directly at dog when passing them.  Do not halt when the judge "Halts" the handler and dog.  Stay 4-6 feet away from the heeling pattern unless instructed otherwise by the judge.  When you reach the place where the handler and dog began, do an about turn and walk the reverse pattern back to your starting place. Then hold your position until the exercise is finished.
	
	

	FIGURE EIGHT

	As soon as judge says “Exercise Finished” for Heel off Leash, both stewards enter the ring and stand 8 feet apart, arms crossed, facing each other.  
	

	HONORING DOG LEAVES RING
	After figure 8 is finished, both stewards hold position until honoring dog is finished.  
	As soon as judge says, “Exercise finished” signal the honoring dog handler to return to the ring.

	
	Goes to area designated for “Drop on Recall” and sets up to “Walk.”
	Leave ring.
	


	Exercise/Task
	STEWARD A (Cont.)
	STEWARD B (Cont.)
	STEWARD C (Cont.)

	DROP ON RECALL
	Stand 30'-40' opposite dog (across the ring) and positioned so that you will pass the dog on it's right side when dropped. (When the Handler is ordered to leave the dog, the handler will come and stand next to you on your right side.) When dog is completely down and settles for a second, (completely down = chest or both elbows or one elbow and chest touch ground) walk past downed dog to the spot where dog started and leave the ring. Stay at least 4 feet from the dog while passing. Do not look directly at the dog when passing and do not slow down.  (Judge may elect to give steward a separate signal to walk on this exercise.)
	
	

	RETRIEVE ON THE FLAT
	
	Bring the dumbbell from the table to handler.  Try not to touch the bite area of the dumbbell.
	

	RETRIEVE OVER THE HIGH JUMP
	
	Take dumbbell from handler after the exercise is finished and leave the ring.
	

	BROAD JUMP
	During this exercise, check on the next dog’s height and distance measurements and be ready to reset the jumps.

Reset jump heights for next dog
	

	
	
	

	PREPARATION FOR LONG SIT
	After the last dog completes broad jump, both stewards remove the high and broad jumps from the ring. 

Assemble dogs and handlers in armband order.
	

	LONG SIT
(GROUP EXERCISE)
(3 minutes)
	Lead to designated spot.

Post across ring from judge.  If dog breaks, judge may have you hold dog if on your side.  If dog remains standing in place don’t worry about it.
	Stay at ring gate.
	Escort handlers to out of sight area.  Remain with handlers but within sight of judge.


General Guidelines:

1) Stay outside the ring gates during exercises.  Wait until judge says, “exercise finished.”

2) Keep your eye on a dog that looks like it might bolt when off leash and block the gate with your body.  Do not chase a loose dog outside the ring, squat down, act like offering a treat and calmly call it to you if it is coming your way. 

3) Always be polite and smile. Alert the judge (after the team is done) or head steward if problems are encountered.

	Exercise/Task
	STEWARD A
	STEWARD B

	PREPARE RING
	Decide which steward will stand on which side of the figure 8 and jump before class starts.  Check jump height. 

Demonstrate heeling pattern with judge before first dog.

	
	
	

	POSITION DOGS
	Judge will escort honoring dog into the ring.

(SECOND IN)

Escort working dog to start of heel pattern.   Leave ring.
	 

	HEEL ON LEASH
	
	

	FIGURE EIGHT
(On Leash)
	As soon as judge says “Exercise Finished” for Heel on Leash, both stewards enter the ring and stand 8 feet apart, arms crossed, facing each other.  

	HONORING DOG LEAVES RING
	Both stewards hold position until honoring dog is released.  Both stewards leave ring.



	STAND FOR EXAM
(OFF LEASH)

	Wait as handler removes lead from dog.  Take lead and put in your back pocket if possible. The lead must be tucked securely in your pocket or placed on the table right outside the ring gate.  Do not hold leash in your hand or drape it around your neck. Leave ring.
	Leave ring.

	HEEL OFF LEASH
	During this exercise, both stewards check jump height of next dog to enter ring, so that after recall you can reset jump for next dog.  Be ready to enter ring as soon as judge says “Exercise Finished.”

	RECALL OVER JUMP
	Both stewards return to the ring for Recall over High Jump.  Stand an arm’s length from the jump post, with arms crossed.

	
	Return lead to handler immediately following finish after recall.   
	

	DOG LEAVES RING
	Both stewards adjust jump height for next working dog.



	
	
	

	PREPARE RING
	Both stewards remove jump from ring.  Line dogs and handlers up in armband order outside ring.  

	LONG SIT
(GROUP EXERCISE)
(1 minute)
	Assemble class in armband order. Lead to designated spot. Post across ring from judge.  If dog breaks, judge may have you hold if on your side.  If dog goes to owner don’t worry about it.
	Stay at ring gate.


General Guidelines:

1) Stay outside the ring gates during exercises.  Wait until judge says, “exercise finished.”

2) Keep your eye on a dog that looks like it might bolt when off leash and block the gate with your body.  Do not chase a loose dog outside the ring, squat down, act like offering a treat and calmly call it to you if it is coming your way. 

3) Always be polite and smile. Alert the judge (after the team is done) or head steward if problems are encountered.

	Exercise/Task
	STEWARD A
	STEWARD B

	PREPARE THE RING
	Decide which steward will stand on which side of the figure 8 and jump before class starts.  Set jump height.

	POSITIONING DOGS
	Judge will escort honoring dog into the ring.

(SECOND IN)

Escort working dog to start of heel pattern.   Leave ring.
	

	HEEL ON LEASH


	
	

	FIGURE EIGHT
	As soon as judge says “Exercise Finished” after the Heel on Leash, both stewards enter the ring and stand 8 feet apart, arms crossed, facing each other. 

	HONORING DOG LEAVES RING
	Both stewards hold position until honoring dog is finished.  Both stewards leave ring.

	STAND FOR EXAM


	
	

	RECALL OVER JUMP
	Both stewards return to the ring for Recall over High Jump.  Stand an arm’s length from the jump post, with arms crossed.

	DOG LEAVES RING
	Both stewards adjust jump height.



	
	
	

	PREPARE RING
	Both stewards remove jump from ring.  Line dogs and handlers up in armband order outside ring.  

	LONG SIT 
(GROUP EXERCISE)

(1 minute)
	Lead to designated spot.  Leave ring. Stay at ring gate.
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